
Principal’s Message 

Advanced Learning Strategies: A Continued Focus for 

All Learners 

Our teachers will be implementing strategies of the Advanced Learning 

Programs during the school day. Students will be answering higher order 

questions, justifying answers, and defending perspectives as we seek to 

challenge each learner this year. Instruction will be differentiated to meet the 

demands of all students. This may include re-teaching opportunities or 

extending the learning to encourage each learner to excel.   

Here are some questions you can ask your child at home after learning new 

content or reading an informational text together; Why do you think that?, 

What do you think?, How do you know this? Can you tell me more?, What 

questions do you still have?, What would happen if…? , Do you agree or 

disagree and why? 

 

Arts Integration    

 

Each of our teachers has received training in Arts Integration and plan lessons 

to teach the content through the Arts. This process encourages students to be 

engaged in critical thinking and to construct personal meaning of the 

information being taught.  Our staff will be learning additional techniques to 

integrate the arts into lessons throughout this school year.  Our students will 

also attend an additional PYP in Action weekly class either during the first or 

second semester this year. The focus of this weekly class is to increase the 

connections with STEAM and the PYP Units of Study. Mrs. Harwood-Dewalle 

will be teaching the class for students at Germantown again this year. 

 

  

 

  

   

 

 

 

~A Note From Our Health Room~ 

Any student who needs prescription or nonprescription 

medication while at school MUST have a medication 

form signed by both a parent and the child’s physician. 

Medication forms are available in the health room. If 

your child has a medical reason to use the elevator or 

be excused from physical education class, please see 

the nurse to develop a safety plan. (Breaks, sprains, 

etc.) 
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Save the Dates 
   

Oct. 4- Walk or Bike to School 
Today 

Oct. 6- Picture Day 

Oct. 7-3:30 PM, Navy vs Air 
Force Game, Volunteers 
Needed 

Oct. 9- Interim Reports 
Distributed 

Oct. 10- Afterschool Clubs 
Begin 

Oct. 11- Title I Parent Night, 
Magic Show Super Hero’s 
Board of Education, 5:30-
7:00PM 

Oct. 13- Outdoor Movie Night, 
6:30PM, Come Around Back! 

Oct. 17- Volunteer Training, 
5:30PM & PTA General 
Meeting, 7:00 PM  

Oct. 18-2 HR Early Dismissal at 
1:40PM 

Oct. 19-Parent/Teacher 
Conferences, Schools Closed 
for Students 

Oct. 20- Schools Closed for 
Students, Professional 
Development Day 

Oct. 21-Navy Game, 3:30pm; 
PTA Parking    

Assistance Needed 

 



Picture Day  

Friday, October 6
th

  

Please watch for 

upcoming flyers for 

picture day to place an 

order for school pictures.  

UNIFORMS are required 

for this day. Every child 

will have their individual 

picture taken and it is 

optional for parents to 

purchase. The class 

picture will also be taken 

on this date!  

 

 

Volunteers– Trainings on October 17th at 9:00am and 2:00pm  

Parents/Guardians who are interested in helping out in the classroom are required to attend 

volunteer orientation and complete a background check. Volunteering is a wonderful way to stay 

connected to our school and become familiar with your child’s classroom. We appreciate your 

support and are excited to have your partnership in this way. Please plan to schedule a volunteer 

time with your child’s teacher so they can prepare volunteer tasks and arrange for activities that 

help support all learners. 

Email or call our Volunteer Coordinator, Mrs. Garrett to RSVP for the Oct. 17th training or if you 

have questions regarding the volunteer program at Germantown. Call: 410-222-1615, Email: 

sgarrett@aacps.org 

Early Dismissal Pick-Up by 3:00pm 

 
If you need to pick up your child from school early, please bring your photo ID to the office 

and plan time to sign-out your student in the office. When you arrive we will call to the 
classroom and have your child or children dismissed from class. 

Please plan to pick up your child prior to 3:00 PM if you are planning to sign them out for 
the afternoon. 

Being late for school hurts a child’s learning. A student who is coming 10 minutes late every day will miss 
30 hours of instruction during the year. 

PLEASE ARRIVE BY 

 9:00 AM Daily! 
 

   STAY IN YOUR VEHICLE       Fire Lanes        NO CELL PHONE USE PLEASE 

Please avoid leaving unattended vehicles in the Fire Lanes marked with red painted curbs. 
Pull into a parking space if you need to leave your vehicle. 



 

CAMERAS 

Germantown Elementary School is equipped with a video camera system. It covers selected interior and exterior public portions 
of the building and grounds. It is NOT monitored constantly, but it is monitored during emergency situations.  During certain 
events, when the safety or security of students may be in question, authorized personnel from local, state, or federal police or 
fire emergency units may be given access to view images projected on the camera system. If you have any questions about the 
system, you should call the Supervisor of School Security at 410-222-5083. 

FEDERAL IMPACT AID SURVEY FORM DUE BACK BY NOV. 1 

The U.S. Department of Education has now requested a separate survey form for each child and each survey form must be 
signed and dated by the Parent/Guardian. If needed, additional forms may be obtained from the school or downloaded from the 
AACPS website (www.aacps.org) under Students, Forms.  The Federal Impact Aid Survey form for 2017-2018.  They were sent 
home with your child. The county also utilized the Connect-Ed Automated Telephone Notification System to remind everyone 
about the significance of completing and returning this survey. The school system receives approximately $2 million in funding 
from the Federal government in support of our children after the forms are processed.  

  

BREAKFAST IN THE CLASSROOM ~ November 1, 9:00-9:25 pm 
 

Each quarter during the school year we will schedule Breakfast in the Classroom for 

parents and guardians. Students will eat the AACPS Free Breakfast. 

If you would like to join us for this morning drop in, please plan to bring a photo ID and 

complete the form below to RSVP. 

We will have muffins and juice for a fee of $1.00 in the foyer if you choose to purchase this 

before going to the classroom. (This is optional, of course.) 

As always, a breakfast will be waiting for each student upon their arrival. 

Please make plans to join us for a quick visit and a breakfast snack.  

If you have several students, please plan to arrive close to 8:40am to visit each classroom. 
 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Attendance 

In Maryland, a child who is 5 through 15 years of age must attend public school unless the child is 
otherwise receiving regular, thorough instruction at an alternative setting, e.g. a private or home school. 
An individual who has legal custody of a child aged 5 to 15 and fails to see that the child attends school is 
guilty of a misdemeanor. Penalties include a fine not to exceed $50 per day of unlawful absence or 
imprisonment not to exceed 10 days, or both. For a second or subsequent conviction the penalty is a fine 
not to exceed $100 per day of unlawful absence or imprisonment not to exceed 30 days, or both. However, 
the overarching intent of the statue is to strongly encourage school attendance, as evidenced by the 
provision authorizing the court to “suspend the fine or the prison sentence and establishment terms and 
conditions which would promote the child’s attendance.” State regulations (COMAR 13A.08.01.03) define 
“lawful absences” to include: Death in the immediate family; Illness of the student requiring the parent or 
guardian to provide a physician’s certificate to the school; court summons; observance of religious 
holidays; state emergencies; student suspension; lack of authorized transportation; other emergency 
circumstances which in the judgment of the superintendent provide a “good and sufficient cause for 
absence from school.”  



 

 

Our Home School Engagement Plan will be going home this month. The compact shows the rights and 

responsibilities of students, parents, and staff to support achievement for all. Please take a moment and 

discuss the importance of the compact as a family over dinner and review the responsibilities of each team 

member. As a school, the compact will be revisited throughout the school year by the teacher. 

As a school wide Title I school, we have the opportunity to conduct parent workshops in the evening. 

                                                               
This year we will continue to focus on the Maryland College and Career Readiness Standards in reading, 

writing and math. The workshops will focus on strategies you can use at home with your child as well as 

give a deeper understanding of the standards.  

 

If you have a topic that interests you, please share your ideas with Mrs. Gatling at email:      

egatling@aacps.org. 

 

 

 

Title I 
 

mailto:egatling@aacps.org

